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  THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO BOARD APPROVAL AT THE  

April 02, 2020 MEETING 

Joint Board of Education Committee 
 

February 20, 2020 
 

 
A regular meeting of the Joint Board of Education Committee was held on Thursday, February 20, 2020 

in the John Winthrop Middle School Library, with the following Board Members present: 

 

 

CHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION: David Fitzgibbons, Robert Bibbiani, Kristin 

Smith, Dale Bernardoni   

 

DEEP RIVER BOARD OF EDUCATION: Paula Weglarz, Miriam Morrissey, Tracy 

Dickson, Robert Ferretti,  Mary Campbell,  

Lenore Grunko, Scott Hallden 

 

ESSEX BOARD OF EDUCATION: Lon Seidman, Mark Watson, DG Fitton, Loretta 

McCluskey, Nancy Johnston  

 

REGION 4 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Kate Sandmann, John Stack, Rick Daniels, Jane 

Cavanaugh, DG Fitton, Trisha Brookhart, Paula 

Weglarz, Lori Ann Clymas  

   

Also in attendance:  Brian J. White, Superintendent; Dr. Kristina Martineau, Assistant 

Superintendent; Richard Huot, Interim Business Manager; Sarah Smalley, Director of Pupil 

Services, &  Jennifer Bryan, Board Clerk.  

 

Audience of Citizens:  2 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Supervision District Committee Chair Kate Sandmann called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 

The Chairs of the Deep River, Essex Boards and Region 4 Board of Education called their respective 

Boards to order at 7:03 p.m.        

 

The Chester Board did not have a quorum present (therefore all votes they are unable to take this evening 

due to lack of a quorum will be added to the agenda for their March 3rd budget workshop) 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Deep River, Essex, and Region 4 Boards of Education 

unanimously VOTED to approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the December 05, 2019 

regular meeting of the Joint Board and the minutes of the January 27, 2020 special meeting of the Joint 

Board.    

 

Please Note:  The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT –  no comments were made 
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REPORTS 
 

Superintendent’s Report 

Mr. White shared several highlights for each of our five schools including recent awards received and 

student activities. 

 

Mr. White let the Boards know that negotiations will be staring soon on three contracts that expire June 

30, 2020; Paraeducators (all schools); Cafeteria (all schools); and Region 4 Secretaries and Nurses (JW 

and VR only). 

 

Board Chairs Paula Weglarz (Deep River) and David Fitzgibbons (Chester) introduced their newly 

appointed members, Scott Hallden and Kristen Smith, respectively.   

 

The proposed Supervision District 2020-21 budget was presented.  Mr. White reviewed the updated 

numbers which now include an appropriation for the Insurance Reserve Fund as discusse.  No other 

changes have been made since the budget was presented at the Public Hearing on Feb. 3rd.  

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Deep River, Essex, and Region 4 Boards unanimously VOTED 

to approve the proposed 2020-21 Supervision District budget in the amount of $7,978,711 as presented.   

 

Please Note:  The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd    
 

 

Assistant Superintendent’s Report 

No report was given 

 

Director of Pupil Services Report 

No report was given 

 

 

Business Manager Financial Status Reports 

This was put on hold until individual BOE meetings in March. 

 

Director of Food Services, Thomas Peterlik reviewed the details of the Healthy Food Certification option 

for the Boards to consider; and the two motions that the Boards will be asked to approve this evening.  

There has been no change in the rules, this is just the annual renewal of the certification.  Mr. Peterlik 

shared the amount of reimbursement that each cafeteria received in the last two years by complying with 

this certification.  There was as brief discussion. 

 

 

MOTION #1 

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Deep River, Essex and Region 4 Boards unanimously VOTED to 

approve the Superintendent’s and Director of Food Services’ recommendation to vote “yes” on 

implementing the healthy food option of C.G.S. Section 10-215f and approve the following motion 

language for the healthy food option:  Pursuant to C.G.S. Section 10-215f, the board(s) of education 

certifies that all food items offered for sale to students in the schools under its jurisdiction, and not 

exempted from the Connecticut Nutrition Standards published by the Connecticut State Department of 

Education will comply with the Connecticut Nutrition Standards during the period of July 1, 2020, 

through June 30, 2021.  This certification shall include all food offered for sale to students separately 

from reimbursable meals at all times and from all sources, including but not limited to school stores, 
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vending machines, school cafeterias, culinary programs, and any fundraising activities on school 

premises sponsored by the school or non-school organizations and groups.   

 

Please Note; The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd  

 

 

MOTION #2 

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Deep River, Essex & Region 4 Boards unanimously VOTED to 

approve the Superintendent’s and Director of Food Services’ recommendation to vote “yes” to allow food 

and beverage exemptions and approve the following motion language: The board(s) of education or 

governing authority will allow the sale to students of food items that do not meet the Connecticut 

Nutrition Standards and beverages not listed in Section 10-221q of the Connecticut General Statues 

provided that the following conditions are met: 1)the sale is in connection with an event occurring after 

the end of the regular school day or on the weekend; 2)the sale is at the location of the event; and 3)the 

food and beverage items are not sold from a vending machine or school store.  An “event” is an 

occurrence that involves more than just a regularly scheduled practice, meeting, or extracurricular 

activity.  For example, soccer games, school plays, and interscholastic debates are events but soccer 

practices, play rehearsals, and debate team meetings are not.  The “regular school day” is the period 

from midnight before to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day.  “Location” means where the 

event is being held.     

 

Please Note; The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd  

 

 

Superintendent White presented a Key Provisions Summary of the Administrators Contract negotiated for 

July 01, 2020 – June 30, 2023.  There was a brief discussion.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded the Deep River, Essex, and Region 4 Boards unanimously VOTED 

to approve Agreement between The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region 4 Boards of Education; the 

Supervision District Committee and the Regional School District No. 4 Administrators Association for 

July 02, 2020 – June 30, 2023, as presented 

 

Please Note:  The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd  

 

 

Committee Reports 

 

The January meeting date for the Joint BOE Policy and Finance Committees was used to hold a special 

Joint BOE meeting to inform members about the status of the Region 4 Health Insurance Fund. 

 

 

There was a Second Reading on the following policy: 

#5114 Suspension/Expulsion/Due Process.   
 

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Deep River, Essex, and Region 4 Boards of Education 

unanimously VOTED to approve the following policy as presented:  #5114 Suspension/Expulsion/Due 

Process  

 

Please Note:  The Chester Board of Education will take this vote on March 3rd  
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The Joint BOE Curriculum Committee met on January 16, 2020.  Chair John Stack reported that the 

Curriculum Committee met on January 16th and discussed the middle school’s band program.  Teachers 

Kevin Lam and Laura Traver presented to the committee. There was a discussion regarding the academic 

benefits of music programs and the factors that might be contributing to the measured decline in student 

participation in band from 7th to 8th grade.  The committee will meet next on March 12th. 

 

 

District Security Advisory Committee 

DG Fitton reported that the Committee continues to focus on social and emotional wellness.  There was a 

suggestion made that the committee might consider asking the school nurses to participate in those 

discussions. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Charles DellaRocco spoke as the father of two students in Region 4.  He requested that the Board call a 

special meeting and executive session to discuss how his students have been hurt by Region 4.   

 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 Next Regular Joint BOE Meeting, April 02, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 Next Generation Science Standards (Apr.) K. Martineau 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

On Motion duly made and seconded, the Deep River, Essex and Region 4 Boards of Education 

unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.   

 

 

            

Respectfully Submitted, 

       _____________________ 

       Jennifer Bryan, Clerk       














































