
 THESE MINUTES ARE SUBJECT TO COMMITTEE APPROVAL AT THE  

August 26, 2019 MEETING 

REGIONAL SUPERVISION DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
 

June 06, 2019 
 

A regular meeting of the Regional Supervision District Committee was held on Thursday, June 06, 2019 in the John 

Winthrop Middle School Library, with the following Committee members present: 

 

 

CHESTER BOARD OF EDUCATION: David Fitzgibbons, Charlene Fearon  

  

DEEP RIVER BOARD OF EDUCATION: Paula Weglarz, Miriam Morrissey, Bob Ferretti   

 

ESSEX BOARD OF EDUCATION: Lon Seidman, DG Fitton, Loretta McCluskey 

 

REGION 4 BOARD OF EDUCATION: Jennifer Clark, Jane Cavanaugh, Mario Gioco 

   

Also in attendance: Dr. Ruth Levy, Superintendent; Dr. Kristina Martineau, Assistant Superintendent; Kim 

Allen, Business Manager, and Jennifer Bryan, Committee Clerk.   

 

Audience of Citizens:   5 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Committee Chair Lon Seidman called the meeting to order at approx. 6:30 p.m. (The position of Committee Chair 

rotates yearly among BOE Chairs, and moved to Essex this year.) 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
On motion duly made and seconded the Committee unanimously VOTED to approve the consent agenda consisting of 

the Minutes from the special meeting of March 30, 2019, Minutes from the regular meeting of April 04, 2019, and the 

Accounts Payable Report 

 

 

OTHER ITEMS – 

Frank Kulick of First Student provided the Committee with an End-of-Year Transportation report. 

  
On motion duly made and seconded the Committee unanimously VOTED to add to the agenda the following:  

 

“Discussion and possible VOTE  regarding the RFP for Transportation and the RFP for Legal Services”  

 

Both items are already listed on the Joint BOE agenda, but the Supervision District Committee also needs to discuss 

both issues.  The Transportation contract is a Supervision District contract. 

 

Chair Seidman presented the results of the Transportation RFP.  Only 1 firm bid, which was First Student, our current 

provider.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Supervision District Committee unanimously VOTED to award a 5 year 

contract to First Student, as presented (to begin in the 2019-20 school year - see attached) 

 

Chair Seidman also discussed the work of the RFP Legal Bid Review Committee.  Seven firms submitted bids.  The 

Committee reviewed all of the bids in depth and ultimately decided that due to the upcoming change in leadership, 

with the hiring of a new Superintendent for the 2019-20 school year, they recommended that no new action be taken 

with regard to the submitted bids.  The Committee determined that it would not be good to switch legal representation 

during a time of leadership transition.  The Committee also felt that the new Superintendent should have some input 

into what will be a multi-year contract resulting from the RFP.  However, as a matter of housekeeping, past practice 

has been that each year the Supervision District Committee and the Boards have voted to authorize a legal firm for the 



next school year, with no contract having been signed.  For many years, the firm of Shipman & Goodwin has been that 

legal firm.   

 

Based on the Bid Review Committee’s desire to postpone a decision, provide continuity of representation,  and the 

need to authorize a legal firm for the 2019-20 school year, it was recommended that there be a vote to authorize 

Shipman & Goodwin for at least 6 months if not 1 year.  There was some discussion regarding the feasibility of only a 

6 month authorization vs. a 1 year authorization. 

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Supervision District Committee VOTED (10 Yes / 1 No - M. Gioco = motion 

passed) to authorize Shipman & Goodwin as legal counsel for the Supervision District for the 2019-20 school year. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

 

 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION 
Business Manager Kim Allen reviewed the highlights of the Supervision District Budget Status Report.  She is 

currently forecasting a year-end surplus. 

 

Mrs. Allen presented recommended budget transfers for 2018-19.   

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Committee unanimously VOTED to approve the Supervision District budget 

transfers for 2018-19 as recommended (see attached) 

 

 

Individual BOE reports 

 

Chester – Board Chair David Fitzgibbons reported that despite a challenging year, the Chester budget recently passed. 

  

Deep River – Board Chair Paula Weglarz reported that the Deep River budget also passed.  And because a waiver of 

MBR for last year’s budget was denied, the MBR money that the Town had to contribute went into this year’s budget 

and will be put towards security upgrades for the Elementary School. 

 

Essex – Board Chair Lon Seidman reported that the Essex budget passed as well.  The Board has just learned that since 

finalizing the budget, an additional 8 students have now enrolled in kindergarten next year that were not planned for in 

the budget.  The Essex BOE will need to hold a special meeting soon to discuss how best to handle the need for an 

additional kindergarten teacher. 

 

Region 4 – Board Chair Jennifer Clark reported that the Region 4 budget referendum passed.  The Board has had some 

struggles with the 2017-18 audit report and are working on determining corrective actions that will be needed.  

Valley’s Graduation is next Friday.    

 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Held until the Joint BOE meeting 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 

Information and Communication 
Superintendent Levy’s main district report was held until the Joint Board meeting. 

 

 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Committee unanimously VOTED to renew the Agreement Concerning the 

Establishment and Operation of an Interim Collaborative Preschool Program dated february 13, 2008. 

 



On motion duly made and seconded the Committee unanimously VOTED  to accept a donation of approx. $11,040 

from the Puzzle B Boat Raffle to be disbursed through the Essex Elementary School Foundation and used at the 

discretion of administration to benefit the Collaborative Preschool Program. 

 

DG Fitton spoke about his gratitude to Joe Boccia for his generosity in donating these raffle funds to the program. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – no comments were made  

 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

➢ Next regular Supervision District Committee meeting – August 26, 2019 @ 6:30 p.m. in JWMS library 

➢ Beginning of Year Transportation Report - F. Kulick  (Oct.) 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:      
On motion duly made and seconded, the Committee unanimously VOTED to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted, 

       _____________________ 

       DG Fitton, Secretary, 

       Jennifer Bryan, Clerk  






















